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3YN CURRICULUM OVERVIEW  

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

 All about me  Colo ur  Traditional tales  Ani mals and their 

babies  

Gr owing and 

changing  

Jou rneys  

Visits and 

visitors  

• School nurse  • Stay and 

celebrate 

children perform 

for their families  

 • Stay and learn 

celebrating 

mothers and 

female carers  

• Field visit – 

release 

butterflies  

• Heaton Library 

Visit  

 

• Stay and learn 

celebrating 

fathers and male 

carers  

• Visit the local 

park with 

families  

• Stay and 

celebrate  

Bradford 50 

things  

• #39 talking 

signs  

• #6 rhyme time  

• #15 dressing up  • #14 see the stars  

• #12 explore the 

cold  

• #18 dance  

• #20 mini artists  

• #10 sharing 

books  

• #9 mini beasts 

and bugs  

• #19 growing 

little people, 

plants and 

things  

• #39 talking 

signs  

• #10 sharing 

books  

Woodlands  • Forest School 

rules  

• Explore 

woodlands  

• Look for signs of 

Autumn  

• Naming trees, 

matching leaves  

• Leaf colour  

• Nature pictures  

• Seasonal 

changes:  

Autumn - Winter  

 • Seasonal 

changes:  winter -  

spring  

• Buds on trees, 

daffodils, snow 

drops, other 

spring flowers   

• Dawn chorus  

• Different types 

of tree s  

• Seasonal 

changes: look 

for signs of 

spring  

• Retell story -  

curriculum day  

• Build vehicles 

from natural 

material  

• Journey around 

Forest school 

areas mud 

kitchen/outside 

classroom  

• Follow a map  



 

 

2 

 

My Happy Mind  Meet your brain  Celeb rate  Appreciate  Re late  Engage  Changes and 

Transition  

Story P ro ject        

Aspiration  Doctor/Nurse  Vet  Chef  Farmer  Gardener  Mechanic  

Main text  Nursery Rhymes:  

• Twinkle twinkle  

• Incy Wincy Spider  

• Miss Polly  

• Humpty Dumpty  

• 2 little dickie 

birds  

• I’m a little tea pot  

• Pat - a- cake  

• Brown Bear Eric 

Carle  

• Polar Bear, Polar 

Bear what do you 

hear? Eric Carle  

 

Billy Goats Gruff  The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar , Eric Car le  

Jasper ’s Beansta lk  • Duck in  the 

Truck  

• Transition 

stories  

Eng l is h (sk ills )   • Repeat words and 

phrases  

• Fred Talk  

• Join in with a 

rhyming phras e 

• Fill in missing 

words (orally)  

• Repeat words and 

phrases  

• Fill in missing 

words  

• Name characters/ 

animals  

• Name colours  

• Name and match 

animals to their 

habitats  

• Name a key 

feature of an 

animal  

• Name different 

types of animals: 

wild animals, 

pets, farm 

animals  

• Oral retelling  

• Describe a story 

setting  

• Talk about the 

character’s 

feelings  

• Describe a 

character’s size  

• Use prepositional 

language  

• Oral retelling  

• Fred Talk  

• Answer ‘when’ 

questions  

• Make predictions.  

• Talk about the 

parts of the 

story -  beginning, 

middle, end  

• Sequence 

beginning, 

middle, end  

• Oral retelling  

• Fred Talk  

• Answer ‘what’ 

questions  

• Sequence events 

in order from the 

story  

• Fred Talk  

• Oral retelling  

• Name what a 

seed needs to  

• grow  

• Matching initial 

sounds  

• Writing initial 

sounds  

• Sequence life 

cycles  

• Begin to learn set 

1 phonics sounds  

• Describe story 

settings  

• Answer ‘where’ 

questions  

• Links own 

experiences to 

the story  

• Oral retelling  

• Name transport  

• Retell a past 

event when they 

have used 

transport  

• Create a map for 

a short journey  

• Set 1 phonics 

sounds.  
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• Fred Talk  

Key vocabulary  nursery, teacher, 

nurse, doctor, family  

colours, animals, 

pets, real life/ 

pretend, habitat, 

wild animals,  

fairytale, character, 

feelings, emotions, 

size, big/medium/ 

small  

Animals, parent, 

adult, baby/young, 

offspring, change, 

life cycle, growth  

Plants, growth, 

changes, season, 

beanstalk, life cycles  

journey, transport, 

vehicle, explorer, 

map  

Supplementary 

texts  

• The wheels on 

the bus  

• There was an old 

lady who 

swallowed a fly  

• Pip and Posy – 

feelings/ emotion  

• Dear Zoo Rod 

Campbell  

• Where’s Spot Eric 

Hill -  

• Elmer -  feelings/ 

emotions  

• Seasonal colour 

book  

• Red Rockets and 

Rainbow Jelly  

• We are going on a 

leaf hunt  

• Fireworks  

• It was a cold cark 

night  

• Wow said the owl  

• The Gingerbread 

Man  

• The 3 Little Pigs  

• Little Red Riding 

Hood  

• Goldilocks and 

the 3 Bears  

• Jack and the 

Beanstalk  

• The elves and the 

shoemaker  

• The Very Naughty 

Spider – Eric Carle  

• The Very Busy 

Spider – Eric Carle  

• Monkey Puzzle  

• Poppy and Sam 

Story collection -  

Usborne  

• Baby Animals -  DK  

• My First baby 

Animals -  DK  

• Olivers 

Vegetables  

• Olivers fruit salad  

• Jack and the 

Beanstalk  

• The Tiny Seed by 

Eric Carl  

• The enormous 

turnip  

• Handa’s surprise  

• You can’t take an 

elephant on the 

bus’ by Patricia 

Cleveland - Peck  

• Lost and found by 

Oliver Jeffers  

• Oi, Get off our 

Train by John 

Burningham  

• We all went on 

Safari -  a 

counting journey 

through Tanzania 

by Laurie Krebs  

Toolkit focus  Characterisation  and 

Rhyme  

Rhyme  Descriptive language  Sequencing  Sequencing  Sequencing and 

R hyme  

Non - fict ion   • Colour Flipbook – 

matching colour 

to an object  

• Animal habitats -  

match animals to 

their correct 

home  

 

 • Which animal 

does this young 

animal belong to? 

-  Match the 

offspring to the 

correct adult  

• What happens 

when I grow? -  

the human 

lifecycle  

• What Seeds and 

Plants Need to 

Grow?  

• Sun, water, soil  

• Where does food 

come from?  

• Growing food in 

the garden – 

strawberries, 

marrows, 

raspberries, 

apples  

• What journeys do 

I go on?  

• Brainstorm ideas 

together  

• What transport/ 

vehicle can I 

travel on?  
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Animal f ocus  H orse  and Spider  Pets and Bear  Goat, Pi g and Wolf  Caterpillars and 

Butterflies   

Cat  Duck, sheep, f rog 

and goat  

Rhyme and 

song  

Nursery Rhymes  Rainbow song  

Old Mac Donald had a 

farm  

Big Bad Troll  Butterfly Poem  

 

‘A seed needs…’  Transport Rhymes 

e.g. wheels on the 

bus, row row row 

your boat, puff - a-

train, the pirate 

song, the yellow 

submarine, 5 little 

men in a flying 

saucer, five little 

firemen  

Exploring 

media and 

materials  

• How to use tools 

in creative area – 

scissors, paint 

brush, glue 

spreader  

• Join media 

together using 

split pins and 

masking tape  

• Exploring colour  

• Colour mixing – 

hands experiment  

• Experimenting 

with tools to 

paint  

• Join media using 

glue  

• Joining different 

Media to create a 

scene  

• Collage  

• Painting  

• Cutting/Sticking  

• Printing  

• Explore scissors  

• Drawing food  

• Paper shape 

caterpillars  

• Folding and 

printing – 

butterfly pictures  

• Printing with 

Fruit and 

Vegetables  

• Eid Cards -  

printing media  

• A range of thin 

and thick tools to 

promote fine 

motor and gross 

control  

• Join media to 

create a desired 

vehicle  

• Junk Model 

vehicles e.g. 

truck, bus, train  

• Explore different 

joining options 

e.g. glue, split 

pins, masking and 

celotape  

PE  • Locomotion  

• Stability  

• Object  control  

• Locom otion  

• Stability  

• Object control  

• Locom otion  

• Stability  

• Object control  

• Locom otion  

• Stability  

• Object control  

• Locom otion  

• Stability  

• Object control  

• Locom otion  

• Stability  

• Object control  

The Wo rld  What’s the weather 

like today?  

What do you know 

about autumn?  

How do you care for 

pets at home?  

What do you know 

about winter?  

Where can wild 

animals be found?  

What do you know 

about spring?  

What is the life cycle 

of butterfly?  

What’s the weather 

like today?  

What does a seed 

need to grow?  

What do you know 

about summer?  

What can we travel 

on?  

Peop le and 

Communi ties  
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R .E.  Similarities and differences   

What is the same and what is different about 

these celebrations?  

 

Islam - to be discussed at Eid  

Christianity -  Christmas  

Hinduism -  Diwali  

Judaism -  Hanukkah  

What is important to you?  

Why do people celebrate special festivals?  

 

Christianity and Islam  

Easter  

Eid  

 

What is the same and what is different about 

these celebrations?  

What do you celebrate?  

 

Christianity, Islam and Sikhism  

Ramadan, Eid  

Vaisakhi  

 

 


